simplicity in the Details

Restoration project that brought the family together.

By Ryan Chisholm
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Carlos Caraza's 1965 Mustang is a beautiful
car, one that will catch your eye and make your
head turn to follow the Porsche Steel Gray hue.
But at first glace you'll likely miss the subtle
details and planning that make this car as great
as it is.

A subtle detail that is often confused for resin
and fiberglass is the hood that is a factory steel
Mustang hood with a 1969 Camaro SS cowl,
also steel, grafted in. Look close enough and
you'll notice that the vents behind the cowl even
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line up perfectly. But the cowl isn't only for
looks - its functional. There's more. The drip
rails were shaved, and the factory door handles
were ditched in favor for Miata hardware. Don't
go thinking that the front valance is plastic; it is
steel like the hood, modified to mimic the GT
350 R apron.

But Carlos' car hasn't always felt the love that
was exuded creating its current demeanor. His
dad bought the car when Carlos was nine years
old. By the time Carlos entered the driving pool
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at16, the old Pony was his daily driver that is
until one rainy South Florida night, when he
found the limits of 1965 drum brakes. The daily
driver was deemed unsafe for daily duty and
was stabled in the family driveway for the next
seven years.

Carlos' dad grew tired of the car being an
ornament in his driveway and began to pressure
Carlos to sell the Mustang. Not wanting to part
with something that had been in the family for
so long, Carlos had the car taken to The Three
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